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Licensed And Staffed Psychiatric Beds
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41 of 43 private hospitals responded to the survey

Adult licensed beds: 1493 | Adult staffed beds: 1270

85% of adult beds are staffed 

Child & Adolescent licensed beds: 385 | Child & Adolescent staffed beds: 317

82% of child & adolescent beds are staffed
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State-wide Behavioral Health Inpatient Volumes
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Length of Stay Trends 
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 Private hospital patient volume has remained above 88% for the past 7 

years.  

 Over the same time period, private hospital average LOS has gone up by 2 

days – roughly 43% since SFY 2015. 

 The net effect of this is an increase of 28.4% in patient days from 

SFY 2015 to SFY 2021.

• Volume + LOS provides a more comprehensive representation of private 

hospitals impact on the behavioral health care system in Virginia.

• Recent state investment in its Behavioral Health facilities has not changed 

the growing dependence on private hospitals.  

Key Takeaways
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Behavioral Health System Challenges

March 2020 – Present 

• Increase in behavioral health workforce shortages. 

• Reduction of behavioral health services.

• Increase in patients’ acuity.

• Increase in lengths of stay. 

• Increase in emergency department wait times.
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Questions?


